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MOR YACOUB 
BURD'ONO 

 
 Our pious and holy Father Mor Yacoub 

Burd'ono, the supporter of the Orthodox faith. 
 An Apostolic Wrestler Combatant, and elect 

amongst the hermits. 
 Born in the year 500 at Tel Mawzalth in Mezopo-

tamia 
 His Father's name is Fr. Theophilus Bar Ma'ano 
 Joined the clergy as monk at Pseelto at a young 

age 
 Mastered the Syriac and Greek Languages, and 

studied several of Theology and Holy Books 
 Was known of his righteousness, virtuousness 

and hermitage. 
 Installed Universal Archbishop on Edessa, 

Great Syria and Asia by the hands of Mor Theo-
dosyous Patriarch of Alexandria and other 
Bishops. 

 The famous Syrian Historian Mor Gregorious 
Youhanon Bar Hebrew talks about this great 
saint saying: He achieved great successes in 
every place he went to, either as a visitor or a 
supporter to any group.  He was a continent, 
ascetic, poor, hard worker even to the stage of 
suffering pain.  He was strong valiant and he 
was as swift of foot like Ashael {2 Samuel 
02:18}.  Thus, he toured the East granting the 
Priesthood to the Orthodox, and in several in-
stances he used to wear old rugged clothes in 
order to escape the persecutors at the time.   

 Ordained two Patriarchs, one Mapheryono, 
twenty Bishops, and one hundred and two thou-
sand priests. 

 Served the church relentlessly for 35 years. 
 Departed this earthly life to the heavenly cham-

bers on 30th July of the year 578, thus the 
Church commemorates this great saint on 30th 
of July each year. 

 Wrote a Liturgy Book for the Holy Mass, and 
wrote several valuable letters that he sent to 
several of the priests and bishops of the 
Church.  

 

May God the Almighty bene-

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In line with the contents of the Apos-
tolic Bull {Message} issued by H.H. 
Moran Mor Ignatius Zakka I Iwas in 
February 2000, to celebrate 

 the 1500th  
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF 

 MOR YACOUB BURD'ONO 
 AND 

THE PIOUS EMPRESS THEO-
DORA 

 
 V. Rev. Fr. Boutros 
Touma Issa read the 
Apostolic Bull at the 
Church on receipt.  
The biography and 
the life of our heros 
(Saint Mor Yacoub 
Burdo’ono and The 
Pious Empress Theo-
dora)have been the topic of a number of 
talks to the members of our beloved church 
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THE PIOUS EMPRESS 
THEODORA 

 
 The faithful Empress and strict follower of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
 The daughter of the Syrian Orthodox Church 
 Was born in the year 500 at Maboogh, Mesopo-

tamia 
 She is the daughter of a Syrian Orthodox Priest 

who brought her up full of good manners and 
true Orthodox faith. 

 Studied several sciences, and God The Al-
mighty gifted her with both body and soul 
beauty. 

 On her wedding the famous Syrian historian 
Mor Gregorious Youhanon Bar Hebrew, who 
combines all what was said about this event by 
other Syrian Historians such as John of Ephe-
sus, Jacob of Edessa and Mor Michael the 
Great {Rabo} saying: - "When Justanian 
headed to Persia, arrived Maboogh and they 
mentioned to him Theodora the daughter of an 
Orthodox Priest, he proposed to her, yet her 
father would only approve and bless the wed-
ding if Justanian would undertake that he will 
not force Theodora to follow the Chalcedonian 
rites. 

 With the help of the pious Empress Theodora, 
several churches and monasteries were con-
structed.  Further, several of the unbelievers 
became believers in Our Lord Jesus Christ as 
she supported the idea of spreading the good 
news.  

 Empress Theodora exerted every effort and 
succeeded in ordaining Mor Yacoub Burd'ono 
as Universal Archbishop by the hands of Mor 
Theodosyous and other Bishops accompany-
ing him at the time. 

 Empress Theodora rendered a great and im-
mense service to her Mother Holy Church the 
Syrian Orthodox Church. 

 Empress Theodora departed this earthly life to 
the heavenly chambers on the 28th of June 548 
leaving a great legacy behind her.  

 
May God the Almighty benefit us 
with Empress Theodora prayers.  


