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V. Rev. Fr. Afram
Hamameh

(1949 — 1976 +)




V. Rev. Fr. Afram

Hamameh (1949 — 1976+)

He is Issam,
the son of
Matty Hama-
meh;

He was born
in Mosul -
Iraq in the
year 1949;

His family
was known of
its righteous-
ness and its
great love to
the h o 1y plEEEEEEEE=]E)
church, thus

lead him by example;

He obtained his elementary studies in
Mosul — Iraq;

In the year, 1965 he joined the St. Eph-
raim Seminary in Lebanon where he
studied theology, philosophy, ecclesias-
tical history, and Syriac language in ad-
dition to other studies;

On the afternoon of Saturday 7% Sep-
tember 1968, and at St. Georges Church,
Zahleh, Lebanon The Thrice Blessed
H.H. Patriarch Yacoub III (1980+) cele-
brated the ceremony of the award of the
monk hood, thus bestowing on him the
name of AFRAM after St. Ephraim the
Syriac (373+);

Sunday, on the 29% of March 1970, and
at the hands of the Thrice Blessed H.H.
Patriarch Yacoub IIT (1980+), he was
promoted to the rank of FULL DEA-
CON, in preparation for a bigger role in
the Holy Church;

(Source: page 280 issue 75 of May 1970 year 8 of the
Patriarchal Journal).

Sunday 16th April 1972, he was promoted
and was ordained as a priest, in Jerusalem;

He served at St. Mark’s Monastery demon-
strating great enthusiasm, and loyalty. He
exerted every effort to bring to light, the
magazine “ARAM?”, in which he published
several articles that he authored;

He was known of his great love and affec-
tion to the Holy Church; always exerting the
efforts to promote the church’s image wher-
ever he goes. In addition, he was known of
his remarkable talent and impressive spirit,
demonstrating immense and truthful com-
passion to all. Moreover, he was known of
being extremely humble, quiet, modest and
respectful; thus was appreciated and re-
spected by whoever met him;

His excellent reputation spread all over the
church, thus the Thrice Blessed H.H. Patri-
arch Yacoub III (1980+), chose him to be-
come H.H.s secretary, therefore, he de-
parted Jerusalem, and joined the Patriarchal
staff in Damascus — Syria, where, and yet
once again he demonstrated his great ability
to work hard and smart in the service of the
Patriarchate and through the patriarchate
the whole Holy Church;

On 5% October 1975 the Thrice Blessed
H.H. Patriarch Yacoub III (1980+) awarded

him the honor of wearing the Holy Cross,
in appreciation to his distinctive services;
appointing him the head of the Ecclesiasti-
cal court, the affairs of which he ran with
great honesty, immense integrity and trans-
parency;

i Sunday 28t November 1976, visited myself
(the undersigned) in Amman — Jordan, ad-
vising me of his forthcoming trip to Austra-
lia to celebrate Christmas and the New
Year. At the time, he requested me to pro-
vide him with the Syriac book of the weekly
prayers (Shhimo lsasua ), and he promised
to return this book to me on his way back
from Australia... I advised him this would
be a gift for you, thus no need to return it!

i Friday 24% December 1976, as V. Rev. Fr.
Afram Hamameh was on board Egypt Air’s
flight on his way to Australia, the pilot lost
control, and the plane crashed in a factory
building adjacent to Bangkok’s Interna-
tional airport in Thailand that led to the
instant departure of V. Rev. Fr. Hamameh
from this earthly life;

i Monday 27t December 1976, and at 10:30
p-m. the Thrice Blessed H.H. Patriarch
Yacoub III (1980+), who sounded very sad-
dened on this loss, called me advising of
this sudden and great loss to our holy
church.

Thus, on the passing of thirty years on the de-
parture of V. Rev. Fr. Afram Hamameh from
this earthly life, and in appreciation to his
Great Spirit, compassion and care, this bro-
chure was published. May God the Almighty
rest your soul our beloved father, and benefit us
with your prayers and supplications.

Yours in Christ
V. Rev. Fr. Boutros Touma Issa
Perth/Australia
2006/2007

Sources: The Patriarchal Journal, and my diary



