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 ƍƙƇƉܐ ܪŨܐ
̈ܬƦƀƆܝ ŨŴŹܐ  

+)ƢƉ)1887–1957ܝ ܐŴƀŹŤƍŬſܣ ܐƀƉűƟ ƋſƢƘܐ   
 

 ܗܘŴſ ܐŴſܒ ƢŨ ܐŤƙǍܢ ܕƢŨ ƼŨܨܘܡ ܧ
 ŴƀŨ15ܡ   –Ƣƕܐܩ   –ܐܬŴƉ ƦƍſűƊŨ űƇſܨܠ  ܧ

 Ʀƍƣܢ ܕƢſŵŶ1887 
݁  Ƣƃ ܕܐܬܕܪܓ  ܧ ƦƍſűƊŨ ƼƉűƟ ƚƇſܗ ŴƉܨܠ

ťƀƤƌƢƘܘ ǉܐƢƉܐ ťƀŨƢƕ ťƍƤƆ ƎſܪƦŨ̈ 
 ܨܒ ŧƢſűƆ ܕŴƃܪťƀƏ ܐܘƼƃ ܕƦƍƤŨ1905 ŧƢſ  ܧ

 ťƀƍƍŶ ܝƢƉܕ)ťƊƃܪŴƃܕ ŧƢſܕ  ( ťƍƤǇ ƚƇſܕ Ƣƃ
 ݂ Ŧܬűƕܕ ťƐƄŹܘ ťƀūŴƆܘܬܐܘ ťƀſܪŴƏ̈ 

ܐƢƘƦƏ ܕƋƤŨ ťſƢſ ܐŴƏ ƋſƢƘܪťƀſ ܘǉųƃ Ǝƃ ݂  ܧ
 ťſܪŴƐŨ ťƀƃƢſƢźƘ ťƉŴƀƟ Ǝƃܘ 

̈ ܐܬܬƢƏܚ űſŤŨܝ 1918 ܕܐƢſ ܕŴƀŨ20 Ʀƍƣܡ  ܧ

ŴƤſűƟܬܗ ܕƢƉܝ ܐŴƀŹŤƍŬſܣ Ťƀƭܣ ܬťſƼƆ ؛ 
 ƋƤŨ ؛ ƎƍũƆܘ ťſܪŴƏܕ ŦƼƕƢƊƆ ťźƀƆŴƘƢźƀƉ

݂ ƋſƢƘܣ ܐŴſƢſŴƏ ܝƢƉ 
݂ űƣܪܗ ܗܘ ťƀƇƖƉ ťƃƢſƢźƘ ܐƦƍƤŨ1919 ƅſ  ܧ

 ƑſܪŤƘ ƦƍſűƊŨ ƋƀƟܕܐܬܬ ťƍƀƣܕ ťƀƣŴƍƄƆ ťƀƃƢſƢźƘ ťƘŴƇŶܬ 
݂ ܬܘܒ űƣܪܗ ܗܘ Ūƀƍū ƦƍſűƊƆ ťƀƇƖƉ ťƃƢſƢźƘ 1927ܘƦƍƤŨ  ܧ ݂–  ݂ ƎƉܬ ƥƍƃܕܐܬ ťƀƌŴū ťƀƌƻܬܘܕ ťƀƣŴƍƄƆ ŧƢƐſŴƏ 
̈ ܐƦƣܕܪ ܐƅſ ܬƧ ťƀƃƢſƢźƘ ťƘŴƇŶܬǓܘܬŧűƀŷƉ Ŧ ܕܐƢƃ ťƄſƢƉ ܕƢƖƏ ܘűƟܫ űƖƆܬŦ ܕܬƎƉ݂  ܘŵŶ ƎƀƆųŨܘťƀƟ 1928ܘƦƍƤŨ  ܧ ̈ ̈

ŦƼſܪŴƏ ŦܬܘܬƢſ ƈźƉ ťƃǓܝ ܐƦũƆ ܬܘܒ ƢƖƏ ųƇſܕ
̈

 
ƞſ̈ܦ ܕƁƍŨ ܐܘŦƦƉ ܗŴƌܢ ܕܐܪųſƦŨ ŴƀƘܘܢ ܘƨźƟ ƎƉ ŴƟƢƕ ܘܪܕܘťƀƘ ܘŴƇƉܢ ܕƦƍſűƉ ƁƍŨ Ǝſ ܐܘܪܗܝ ܕܐܙŪƇŷƆ ŴƆ  ܧ ̈̈ 
̣ ܘƦŨ ƎƉܪ ťƀƌŴƣ ܕŤƀƭ ťƃƢſƢźƘ ťƤſűƟܣ ܬťſƼƆ ܐܬƁũū ܗܘ ƢƉܝ ŴſƢſŴƏܣ Ŵźƌܪŧ ܕŴƃܪƦƍƤŨ1932ťŷƀƇƣ ťƀƏ  ܧ ݂ 
 ܐܬűƆ Ɓũūܪťū ܕŴƃƢſƢźƘܬŦ ܘűƖŨܬŦ ܪŦƦŨ ܕƢƉܬ ܙܘŧƢƌ ܕƻ ƞƊŷŨܒ Ŵƃ ƈƕܪťƀƏ ܕƢƉܝ ƢźƘܘܣ ƋƤŨ 1933ܘƦƍƤŨ  ܧ

 ťƀƉűƟ ƋſƢƘܣ ܐŴƀŹŤƍŬſܝ ܐƢƉ 
̈ܕűƖƆ ƢŨܬŴƙſƞſ ųíǀŨ ŦܬŦ ܘܐŴƙƀƃܬŦ ܘŦƼƕǔƊƆ ƢƖƏ ܘűƟܫ űƖƆܬŦ ܘǁܒ ťƐíƇƠƉ ťŨǁ ܘܬܗŧǔſ ܘƦƣܐܣ ŧƢƙƏƼũƆ  ܧ ̈ ̈ ̇

 ťƍƤƊƤƉ ŦܬűƖƆ ܒųſ ťƍƉŴƀƆ ťƉűƕܗܘ ܕ ťƀſܪŴƏ ƋſƢƘܝ ܐƢƉܕ ťƀƌųƃ̈ ̇)ťƃƢſƢźƘܘ ťƀƐŶܘ ǉųƃ̈ ̈ (ŧǔƀƤƃܘ ťźƀƙŶ
̈

 
̇ ܘŴƃƢſƢźƘ ƼũŨܬŦ ܕƎƉ Ɓƍƣ ƞƊŷŨ ܗŴũƕ ťƊƇƕ ǉܪųíƆ ŧܘ ťƀƍƀƊƇƕ 1957݂ ܕƢſŵŶ ƎƉܢ ܕŴƀŨ23 Ʀƍƣܡ ťũƤŨ űŶ  ܧ ݂

 Ŧųƭ ܬűƇſܕ ŦܬűƖŨ ťƤſűƟ ܗƢŬƘ Ɓƙƕܘܐܬ)ŧƢƌܕܙܘ ťƉܐ (݂ ƞƊŷŨܕ 
 :̈ܘųƕƦƉ űƃܕťŶƦƊƆ Ǝƍſ ܕƎƀƍƣ ƎƀƤƊŶ ܕǔũƕܝ ŴƤſűƟ ƁƌŴƣ ƈƕܬܗ ܐƎƍſƢƉ  ܧ

ƎƆ Ŧܬܗܘ ŧ  ܨŴƆܬܗ Ŵƣܪ
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 Appointed as a lecturer at the Patriarchal school ܦ
in the Za’faran Monastery (Mor Hanania).  

 
 On 08MAR1908, he was, once again promoted to ܦ

become a monk/priest (Ramban) by H.H. Pa-
triarch Abdallah the Second. 

 

 In the year 1911 became the head of the Za’faran ܦ
Monastery’s printing press, where he supervised 
the printing and publishing of several liturgical 
books, at which time he had the chance to final-
ize and print several of his own writings.  

 

 H.H. undertook an educational journey during ܦ
which he was able to visit all churches and mon-
asteries which are scattered around the Middle 
East. Thus, was able to see the precious scrolls, 
those scrolls, have unfortunately been mostly 
destroyed during the Second World War. 

 

 In the year 1913 visited most of the European ܦ
Capital Cities with an aim to visit those cities’ 
famous libraries. He was able to call on the li-
braries in Florence, Rome, Paris, Berlin, London 
especially the Cambridge library, bearing in 
mind that all those libraries contain plenty of 
Syriac heritage in the form of scrolls, books and 
other precious and valuable Syriac items.  

 

 In the year 1917 was appointed as a Vicar for ܦ
Syria, and on 20MAY1918 was ordained a Bishop 
for Syria by H.H. Patriarch Elias the Third, at 
which time more responsibilities were added, 
and he became responsible for the church in 
both Aleppo and Lebanon.  

 

 In the year 1919, and following the First World ܦ
War, H.H. represented the Syrian Orthodox 
Church at the Peace Convention held in Paris.  

 

 In the year 1927, he traveled to Switzerland as an ܦ
Apostolic Delegate to attend the International 
Religions’ Convention.  During this visit he was 
also able to participate in some of the United 
Nations’ Council sessions.  

 

 In the year 1928, he went on a visit to The ܦ
United States of America visiting and seeking 
assurances on the affairs of our Syrian Orthodox 
Churches’ situation there.  

 

 During the years 1922 and 1923 he took care of ܦ

 Was born in Mosul ܦ
- Iraq on 15th June 
1887, and was 
christened as Job 
(Ayoub, in Syriac).  

 

-Obtained his edu ܦ
cation in Mosul, 
and mastered both 
Arabic & French. 

 

 ,In the year 1905 ܦ
left Mosul to the 
Za’faran Monas-
tery, which used to 
be the Holy See of 
Antioch of Our 
Syrian Orthodox 
Church, where he 
joined the other 
students at the 
Seminary. While 
there he came to 
master the Syriac 
language, and completed studies in philoso-
phy, theology and other similar holistic and 
metaphysical subjects.  

 

 Moreover, during the years 1913-1916, and as ܦ
he traveled between Paris and Jerusalem, 
this added to his already solid base in Phi-
losophical Sciences  

 

 On 31OCT1905, he was ordained by Bishop ܦ
Behnam Samarji as a Reader and Sub-
Deacon (Qoroyo and Aphodyacon as pro-
nounced in Syriac).  

 

 .On 31MAR1907, he was ordained by H.H ܦ
Patriarch Abdallah the Second, as a Dea-
con, and on the second day he was pro-
moted to the rank of monk, choosing for 
himself the name of our Syriac Scholar St. 
Ephraim, hence the name Afrem. 

THE THRICE BLESSED H.H. 
MORAN MOR IGNATIUS  

AFREM I (1887 -1957+) 

those refugees coming from Celicia.  Also in 
the year 1924 he took care of the people who 
headed to Aleppo as refugees fleeing persecu-
tion in Edessa. 

 

-In the year 1932, and at the time when the Syr ܦ
ian Orthodox Church Patriarch H.H. Moran 
Mor Elias the Third, departed this earthly life, 
the Bishop Severius Afrem was elected as Act-
ing Patriarch (to take care of the Church’s mat-
ters until the completion of the election and 
appointment of a new Patriarch).  Following 
these events and on 30JAN1933 he was the one 
to be installed the Patriarch of Antioch, and 
named Moran Mor Ighnatius Afrem the First. 

 

-In the year 1939 the Thrice Blessed inaugu ܦ
rated the Seminary in Zahla - Lebanon, and in 
the year 1945 this same Seminary was trans-
ferred to Mosul - Iraq.  

 

-On 23JUN1957 departed this world to the eter ܦ
nal life, and his body was buried in The Syrian 
Orthodox Church (Emo Dzenoro Church) 
Homs - Syria.  

 

 ,The thrice blessed left behind several books ܦ
translations (either printed or written by the 
Thrice Blessed) about the Syrian heritage and 
literature.  Also arranged for several indices for 
the Syrian scrolls which are scattered all around 
the world in different libraries (either the pub-
lic or private libraries).  Therefore, those can be 
located under one catalogue.  

 

May God the Almighty benefit us with the prayers and sup-
plications of the Thrice Blessed H.H. Moran Mor Ignatius 

Afrem I on this the Golden Jubilee of his departure from this 
early life.  

1953—The Thrice Blessed 
while examining the dis-
covery under the altar at 
our Church in Homs that 
indicated the place where 
the belt knitted by Our 
Lady Virgin Mary was 
kept.  Appearing behind 
him (Raban then) the 
T h r i c e  B l e s s e d 
Archbishop Barnaba of 
Homs.  

1953—The 
T h r i c e 
B l e s s e d 
displaying 
the great 
d i s c o ve r y 
of Our 
Lady Virgin 
M a r y ’ s 
hand knit-
ted belt to 
the media 
in Homs.  


